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THE UNTHINKABLE VIOLENCE OF READER'S DIGEST AND THE LAMARSH REPORT 
A t  one p o i n t  i n  the progress of the Ontar io Royal Commission on Violence i n  
the  Communication Indus t ry ,  i t  came t o  us t h a t  something was lack ing,  i f  indeed 
( no t  being ignored. We were studying segments o f  Media v io lence accordina t o  
d e f i n i t i o n s  on the  nature of v io lence i n  r e a l i t y  and 
the media. I n  our case i t  was a survey and research 
the chapter on Reader's Digest  i s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  t h i s  
o f  - Time and Reader's Digest  brought the issue t o  the 
I Now, many r e a l i z e  t h a t  Time i s  v i o l e n t  i n  var ious 
-
I the American magazine, Reader's Digest, as v i o l e n t ?  
fe l low t h a t  rad ia ted  goodwi 11 and the v i r t u e s  of o rd  i 
I We knew t h a t  was the magazine's image, desp i te  decept ive s t ra teg ies  of c a r e f u l l y  
se lec t i ng  a r t i c l e s  on a r ight-wing,  conservat ive, Big-business, and i m p e r i a l i s t  
b ias  which r e a l l y  d i d  the r u r a l  f o l k  no good a t  a l l .  O r  "p lan t ing"  such a r t i c l e s  
I i n  o ther  magazines and "se lec t ing"  them back. But VIOLENCE? - unthinkable! 
the nature o f  violence i n  
essay on magazines, o f  which 
ssue. The v io lence record 
fore. 
ways, b u t  how many perceive 
Wasn't i t  the homey " l i t t l e "  
nary f o l k  i n  r u r a l  America? 
It was unthinkable and i n  p o i n t  o f  f a c t  the LaMarsh Commission d i d  n o t  t h i n k  
t h i s  issue through. The concept, apparent ly,  never entered t h e i r  heads and was 
i n  f ac t  v igorously  r e s i s t e d  by one member o f  the Commission staf f .  That concept 
was the po r t raya l  o r  espousal o f  v io lence t h a t  might  be c a l l e d  lega l ,  o f f i c i a l ,  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r  s t a t e  violence. I t  i s  Violence from the Top. It inc ludes the  
k i n d  of u l t ra -v io lence  o f  t o r t u r e  as an instrument o f  p o l i c y  being i nves t i ga ted  
and documented by Amnesty In te rna t i ona l  i n  score o f  nat ions, the v io lence t h a t  
was Watergate, the  v io lence o f  the War Measures Act, and espec ia l l y  the  v io lence 
t h a t  shook the e n t i r e  wor ld and s t i r r e d  the  moral conscience of m i l l i o n s  -- The 
Vietnam War. I t meant the  v io lence o f  Business t h a t  fa t tens on the huge p r o f i t s  
of war, the e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  labour  i n  f o r e i g n  countr ies,  the v io lence of racism 
i n  French Canada, erupted i n  an Act t h a t  was meant f o r  war use only :  a r b i t r a r y  
a r r e s t  and detent ion, censorship and the den ia l  o f  c i v i l  l i b e r t i e s  when no r e a l  
apprehended insu r rec t i on  faced t h i s  nat ion.  The l i s t  i s  long -- ~hodes ia ,  South 
Afr ica,  I r a n  ... 
Not t h a t  the LaMarsh Commission should have inves t iga ted  a l l  t h i s  as p a r t  of 
the " rea l  world". But  i t  should c e r t a i n l y  have r e a l i z e d  t h a t  media are  g u i l t y  of 
an enormously v i o l e n t  r o l e  when they cheer on the b u l l y  - re in fo rce  and l e g i t i m a t e  
the powerful , the r i c h  and ru th less  as - Time and Reader's Digest  have. True Maqa- 
z ine  i s  ra ted  as v io len t ,  and i s  c e r t a i n l y  v i o l e n t ,  as was the Saturday Evening 
-
Post, the Nat ional  Review, Canada Month, and the whole necrophi 1 i c  and porno- 
-
v i o l e n t  crew, who por t ray,  g l o r i f y  o r  l e g i t i m a t e  power. 
These magazines (as we1 1 as many newspapers) v i o l a t e  and outrage decent human 
asp i ra t i ons  and wel l-being. They d o n ' t  operate a t  f i rs t -hand;  they stand on the 
s ide l i nes  and throw the mud. The symbolic v io lence o f  words and p i c tu res  t r i g g e r s  
the rea l .  The in ju red ,  dead, and depr ived are a r e s u l t  o f  wh i te -co l l a r  c r im ina l -  
i t y  i n  h igh  places and the  media who approve and pave the way w i t h  pub1 i c  op in ion  
and e d i  t o r i  a1 prominence. 
